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In a nationally broadcast speech on Nov. 15, President Daniel Ortega said Hurricane Joan inflicted
immediate and long-term damages totaling more than $828 million and affected some 500,000
people in a population of 3.5 million. He added that some 328 people were killed, 180 seriously
injured, and 119 remain missing. According to the New York Times (12/10/88), most economists in
Nicaragua say a more accurate figure for the costs of direct damages from the hurricane is about
$400 million. Ortega said that in addition to the massive damage to the Atlantic coastal area, dozens
of bridges, crops, and miles of roads in the central and northern parts of the country were also
destroyed by high winds and the severe flooding of already swollen rivers. Basic grain crops and
export crops like coffee and bananas were destroyed by the hundreds of acres. Next, 15% of all of
Nicaragua's forests, about 600,000 acres, were destroyed. Agriculture Minister Jaime Wheelock
said that Nicaraguan exports this year would have totaled $496 million. He added that a quarter of
that figure, $124 million, mainly agricultural exports, has already been lost. The figure could rise by
10 to 20% with more losses from the coffee crop, now ready for harvest. In 1987, coffee accounted
for about 40% of Nicaragua's total export earnings. Ramon Matute, head of the private coffeeproducer's association in Matagalpa department, said that until the hurricane hit, Nicaragua was
enjoying one of its best coffee seasons in years. "We could have had a record year, the best since
1983," he said. Top economic priorities at present are providing easy credit to producers of basic
grains, harvesting the coffee crop and distributing relief aid. An estimated 25,000 tons of aid has
been received from the international community, about half from Cuba. (Basic data from New York
Times, 12/10/88)
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